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The Celebration & Blessing 
of a Christian Marriage

Congratulations on your engagement! We at Gethsemane Cathedral are delighted to celebrate God’s love in your lives and to surround you with our prayers for God’s blessing in your life as you plan your wedding. This booklet is written to assist you in your plans to be married at the cathedral and are in accordance with the customs of the Episcopal Church and the cathedral congregation.





Who May be Married at Gethsemane

All persons to be married at Gethsemane must be active in attendance and in support of the life of the congregation, or closely affiliated with the congregation. If neither person to be married is closely affiliated, we ask that the couple become active in attendance and support for at least six months prior to their wedding date.

Should neither of the persons to be married be regular and contributing members of the cathedral congregation, the Dean must agree to perform the wedding or to delegate the wedding to another Episcopal priest. At least one party in the marriage must be a baptized Christian and involved in the life of a local congregation.

For persons who have been divorced, or whose civil union has been dissolved, pastoral conversation with the officiating priest about the previous relationship is required by diocesan policy. The priest must then obtain the bishop’s consent to officiate at the marriage.
Getting Started

The Cathedral Office provides a “Wedding Information Form” that gathers basic information about your plans. When complete, please return the form to the Cathedral Office or email office@gethsemanecathedralfargo.org
After your form has been received, the Dean or another member of the cathedral staff will contact you and assist you with:

· Scheduling a Date on the Cathedral Calendar
Weddings may be scheduled Monday through Saturday. Weddings are not ordinarily scheduled during the season of Lent. In any and all scheduling, the cathedral calendar takes precedence.
· Scheduling pre-marital preparation
Pre-marital preparation is required and will include conversation about a Christian understanding of Holy Matrimony, communication, relationship roles, sexual fidelity and mutual affection, family, money, as well as planning the ceremony.
· Scheduling your Wedding Coordinator
A Gethsemane Wedding Coordinator will be your contact person for all the practical details of the day.


Marriage License

A Cass County marriage license may be applied for in person or online. There is no waiting period after receiving the license and the license is valid for 60 days. Both parties must be present when applying in person or when picking up the license at the courthouse. Online applications and additional information are available at https://bit.ly/3GBATPv

One week before the rehearsal, please bring your license to the Cathedral Office. Following the ceremony, the clergy member officiating at your wedding will mail the license to the county recorder’s office.
Wedding Coordinator

A cathedral Wedding Coordinator is required to be part of all preparations and will work with you in planning the logistics and practical details of the wedding (and a reception if held at the cathedral). For any and all questions about details and planning please contact the Wedding Coordinator working with you, rather than the Cathedral Office. The coordinator will be present for the rehearsal, the wedding, and the reception (if held at Gethsemane). 

Your coordinator will also:
· Help you contact the organist
· Be at the cathedral prior to the wedding party’s arrival on the day of the wedding and be available throughout the day to answer questions, make sure the ceremony flows smoothly, and for the protection of personal and church property
· Assist with clean-up and check that there are no items left behind after the wedding

As a token of thanks, it is always appropriate to invite your coordinator to the rehearsal dinner and reception.


The Cathedral Space

The Cathedral 	seats up to 220 people comfortably. 

The Chapel seats approximately 30 people. 

The Great Hall has room for receptions of approximately 100 people.

Please note that the cathedral does not provide catering services. Professional caters are required for set up, serving, and clean up. Information on local caterers is available from the Wedding Coordinator.
The Rehearsal

The rehearsal will normally be scheduled the day before the wedding. All those involved in the wedding should be present, not only the bridal party but all others including ushers, musicians, scripture readers, parents, and anyone else involved in the service. The rehearsal will last no longer than one hour.




The Ceremony

The marriage service in the Book of Common Prayer, or other liturgies authorized by the Episcopal Church or the Bishop of North Dakota, will be used for the ceremony. 

The ceremony may include a celebration of the Holy Eucharist. The sacrament is offered to all baptized persons.

It is desirable to have lay persons, whether friends, family, or members of the wedding party, read the Old Testament and New Testament scripture readings. The Gospel is always read by a Deacon or Priest.

The length of the ceremony varies from half an hour long, if there is no celebration of the Holy Eucharist and little music, to closer to an hour long for a fuller celebration. The length of service may also depend on the number of guests, especially if there is a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

Any printed program or Order of Service is the responsibility of the bride and groom. The content and format must be approved by the clergy member performing the ceremony. 


The Wedding Day

Members of the wedding party may start arriving at the cathedral four hours before the start of the ceremony. If you need more time, arrangements must be made in advance with the Wedding Coordinator. Additional time cannot be guaranteed.

Men’s and women’s dressing rooms are provided, if needed, and can be arranged for use prior to the day of the wedding.
· The Bridal Party meets in the Choir Room. 
· The Groom’s Party meets in the Bishop Bartlett room in the education wing near the cathedral offices.

Public restrooms for the wedding party and guests are available in two areas:
· Alongside the Great Hall
· The education wing, by the courtyard near the chapel

The office area is not available to the wedding party or guests. 

Please arrange to have someone remove all personal items from the dressing rooms within half an hour after the ceremony has ended. It is best to recruit a family member or friend who is not part of the wedding party to take on this responsibility, someone you can trust to ensure that nothing is left behind after the celebration.










Flowers & Decorations

Gethsemane Cathedral, with its beautiful worship space, altar, and stained-glass windows, needs only simple decorations if you would like to personalize the setting for the day. The Wedding Coordinator will assist you in planning decorations to accompany your wedding.

Candles and candelabra are provided by the cathedral. 

Vases for altar flowers are provided by the cathedral. Liners for the vases may be taken to the florist of your choice. We prefer real flowers for the altar. You are welcome to leave your altar flowers at the cathedral for the weekend’s worship services as an offering from your wedding.

All floral or other decorations must be approved by the Wedding Coordinator in advance of their placement.

The cathedral provides a beautiful needlepoint kneeler.

Small flowers or ribbons may be attached to the ends of the pews along the center aisle with the approval of the Wedding Coordinator who will show you how they will be attached. There are 14 pews on each side of the main aisle, 28 total.

Absolutely no glitter or confetti may be used on, or as a part of, any decorations.








[bookmark: _Hlk124157476]Music

The Cathedral Organist will assist you in choosing appropriate music for the day, including suggestions for processionals, recessionals, other instrumental music, solos, and hymns.

The sacred nature of a Christian marriage and the beliefs of the Church must be reflected in the music chosen included in the ceremony. Popular music is allowed as long as the message is consistent with the nature of Christian marriage. 

The singing of hymns is encouraged.

All music in worship must be performed live by in-person musicians. Recorded music, streamed music, and backing tracks are not permitted.

In all musical matters, the Cathedral Organist and Dean have final decision-making responsibilities.

The Cathedral Organist, as a member of the cathedral staff, plays at all weddings. If the organist is unavailable, a substitute may be arranged with the approval of both the Cathedral Organist and the Dean.

Music led by instruments other than organ, whether piano or strings, is welcome.

Please consult with the Dean and Cathedral Organist before inviting other musicians, whether vocalist or instrumentalist.

The organist and other musicians will attend the rehearsal.

As a token of thanks, it is always appropriate to invite the organist and musicians to the rehearsal dinner and reception.

Photography & Video

In order that you might have the best pictures and videos possible from the day, please let your photographer and videographer know that they are to meet with the wedding coordinator or member of the clergy before the ceremony. Together they will review basic worship service etiquette and guidelines for placement of photographers and cameras.

Photography in the sanctuary must be completed forty-five minutes prior to the beginning of the service.

























Guidelines for Using the Cathedral Building

Gethsemane Cathedral is an important and life-giving spiritual home for people across the Fargo Moorhead community. Thank you for choosing this consecrated place and honoring it throughout the day of your wedding.

Gethsemane does not provide refreshments for the bridal party prior to the ceremony. The Great Hall has a refrigerator and counter space available if you wish to offer beverages and snacks. Please work with the Wedding Coordinator to plan this in advance.

A nursery is available and may be opened during the time of the ceremony. This can be arranged with the Wedding Coordinator. The cathedral does not provide nursery staff for weddings.

Rice, birdseed, confetti, or rose petals may not be thrown or dispersed anywhere inside or outside of the cathedral building.

Gethsemane is a non-smoking facility as required by North Dakota law. Smoking is only permitted outside of the building.

The use of alcohol or recreational or illegal drugs on cathedral property at any time during the rehearsal, or during the hours at the cathedral prior to the ceremony, is prohibited. This includes cathedral grounds and parking lot. It is the sole responsibility of the bride and groom to communicate this to all members of the wedding party, family, and invited guests. The Clergy and Wedding Coordinator reserve the right to exclude from participating in the wedding any person/s who appear to have violated this policy. Weddings are festive occasions, and we acknowledge the joy of the day. This is also a worship service in God’s presence and calls for reverent attention. It is, in addition, a legal ceremony, and one cannot give consent if they are impaired.
Gethsemane Cathedral Wedding Fees

Cathedral Wedding
· Facility Use 			$200
· Wedding Coordinator 	$150
· Custodian 			$65
If there is no wedding custodian, the custodian fee is added to the Wedding Coordinator fee.
· Organist 			$175
$75 additional to accompany a soloist

Chapel Wedding 
· Facility Use 			$100
· Wedding Coordinator 	$150
· Custodian 			$50
See note above regarding custodian fee.

Great Hall for Reception 
· Facility Use 			$100
· Wedding Coordinator 	$50
Both reception fees are in addition to the usual fees for a Cathedral or Chapel wedding.

Cathedral clergy do not charge for officiating. However, bridal couples—whether members or non-members—traditionally express their gratitude with an honorarium of $200 given to the officiating clergy person. This honorarium is placed in the clergy person’s discretionary fund, a fund dedicated to assisting people in need.

All fees should be paid at the Cathedral Office one month prior to the day of the rehearsal so that they are not overlooked at the time of the celebration.

As a token of thanks, it is always appropriate to invite clergy to the rehearsal dinner and reception.
Names & Contact Information

CATHEDRAL OFFICE
Jodie Berg, Cathedral Coordinator
office@gethsemanecathedralfargo.org
701-232-3394

DEAN
the Very Revd Mark Strobel

PRIESTS
the Revd Ryan Fischer
the Revd Ann Johnston

DEACON
Terry Overbo

ORGANIST
Kira Haler-Knutson

WEDDING COORDINATORS
Julie Bietz: Julie.bietz@gmail.com
Jessica Rogstad: stevensjessica01@gmail.com
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